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Greetings xx:
We greatly appreciate your interest in using the SPARC-M to assess the impact of common environmental factors in the community on the lives of people who use mobility devices (e.g., wheelchairs, scooters, canes, crutches, walkers).
Attached are seven documents:
· A copy of this letter (1 SPARC-M Letter)
· SPARC-M Procedures Manual (2 SPARC-M Procedures Manual)
· SPARC-M and CORE Survey (3 SPARC-M Measure and CORE)
· CORE individual scoring sheet (4 CORE Individual Scoring)
· CORE accumulation scoring sheet (5 CORE Accumulated Scoring)
· SPARC-M individual scoring sheet (6 SPARC-M Individual Scoring)
· SPARC-M accumulation scoring sheet (7 SPARC-M Accumulated Scoring)
Please review the SPARC-M Procedures Manual before using the survey. The procedures manual provides detailed information on how to both conduct and score the survey.
The scoring sheets consist of four Excel documents. Two pertain to the CORE Survey (a brief survey preceding the SPARC-M that allows investigators to gather basic demographic data on participants, in addition to information on the participant’s primary disabling condition, secondary conditions, use of assistive technology, and use of personal assistance), and two pertain to the SPARC-M itself. The first CORE Survey scoring sheet is titled 4 CORE Individual Scoring; it allows you to score an individual’s responses to the CORE Survey. The second, titled 5 CORE Accumulated Scoring, allows you to enter data from multiple CORE Surveys so that you can view aggregate data from a series of surveys. The first SPARC-M scoring sheet is the Excel document called 6 SPARC-M Individual Scoring; this set of spreadsheets allows you to score responses to one SPARC-M survey. The second, titled 7 SPARC-M Accumulated Scoring, allows you to enter scores for several surveys so that you can view cumulative data. Instructions for the use of the scoring sheets are provided in the procedures manual.
Researchers who use the SPARC-M may also be interested in using an objective measure to assess environmental facilitators and barriers at specific sites in the community. The Community Health Environment Checklist (CHEC) is a tool that enables researchers to evaluate environmental physical barriers and facilitators that may be present at specific sites in their communities. The CHEC is a reliable, internally consistent, and valid measure that is designed to be administered by health professionals or members of the community. There is a corresponding Web site for the CHEC, which allows survey administrators to publish data on sites they have surveyed in order to provide maps with detailed information on the facilitators and barriers assessed by the CHEC at sites in their communities. The CHEC survey materials are available upon request to researchers interested in supplementing the subjective data gathered by the SPARC-M with an objective measure of community barriers and facilitators to participation.
We hope you will find our survey useful in your research.

Sincerely, 

